Thank you for the invitation to be involved in a much needed conversation which links our struggles together, particularly in the current political climate we find ourselves where both local and presidential candidates continue to demonize and criminalize communities of color. As an Advisory Board Member of the Durham Solidarity Center, I see this as an opportunity to continue building across our individual struggles so that we can put forward polices and solutions for and by our people. For us, this means building a broad coalition of organizations which will hold space and raise people’s issues. We began making this a reality back in May when we called for a May Day demonstration, since then, we have transitioned into creating the Triangle May Day Unity Coalition. Almost two weeks ago, this coalition went to the Governor Debate to raise these people’s issues directly to the candidates and to make a way for our voices to be heard and taken seriously. We demanded: 1) Stop police violence and murders; 2) End cooperation with Immigration and Customs Enforcement; 3) Welcome Syrian refugees, and end Islamophobia; and 4) $15/hour minimum wage and collective bargaining rights for all workers. 

The first three demands directly speak to the efforts to maintain control over our communities of color and immigrants. Through my work with immigrant rights groups and in my research, I see these three communities being subjected to similar racist policies and policing which are also driven by financial gains. 1 in 3 black men are likely to be imprisoned in their lifetime and 1 in 6 Latino men are likely to be but we all know of deaths of people of color at the hands of law enforcement and we most recently saw how law enforcement responded in the Charlotte Uprising—with chemicals, riot gear, and repressive surveillance tactics like re-arresting freedom fighters 2, 3, and even 4 times. These surveillance tactics by the state and by ordinary people are similar for those perceived to be Muslim within this country, exemplified in the recent cases ranging from that of Abdul Aziz to the woman who was set on fire in New York. These tactics directed at immigrants in particular, both by the state and by individuals, are also attempts to create a culture of self-deportation, something which many politicians continue to advocate for, even when deportation by the state has moved inward from the border and other ports of entry. That is why we wanted to highlight the cooperation between ICE and local law enforcement which is operating throughout this state and across the country. We know that communities of color are over policed on a regular basis and for those who are immigrants, an encounter with local law enforcement equals exuberant fines for driving without a license at the least to the potential for deportation at the worst. There are many groups in the Triangle May Day Coalition and beyond who are interested in linking the challenges for communities of color at the hands of the criminal justice and immigration systems, and we look forward to deepening those conversations, particularly with local officials who have the power to end these information sharing programs and instead enact an environment of safety for all people in their area. We must begin thinking about how the criminal justice system penalizes immigrants differently than their noncitizen counterparts in order to truly understand how something like the recent ending of private prison contracts with the Justice Department, doesn’t do anything about their major deals with the U.S. Marshals Service and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency. 

