Slide 1.
I’m here to speak on the struggle for black liberation, but when I started thinking about what to focus on for this talk, I quickly realized that there isn’t an easy definition for this concept.

What does black liberation mean? 

I think of collective self-determination for our communities, freedom from oppression, the opening of possibilities for self-expression, respect without the politics of respectability, but I think maybe it’s more exciting to think about what black liberation looks like…
Slide 2-3.

To me, black liberation means the freedom to take up space, to enter spaces that are traditionally closed to us and claim them as our own. This doesn’t mean us going and joining the same institutions that are oppressing and repressing us every day. It doesn’t mean black CEO’s and black cops and black presidents. I means a radically inclusive version of everyday spaces – schools, coffee shops, community centers, yoga studios, and broadway theaters. 
Slide 4-5.

Black liberation means the ability to express ourselves fully, openly and honestly, to fully inhabit our own bodies and have those bodies be respected and protected from harm. It means a world where queer and trans black people are free to live our lives as we chose without judgment or stigma from either black or non-black people. It means a world where black trans women aren’t being murdered just for being who they are – where black people can put on costumes or just be weird without that weirdness being seen through a race-determined screen.

Slide 6

Black liberation means a sense of place, of home, a land that belongs to us, and to me that means reparations. In the US, that’s the southeast, the region where the majority of our ancestors were brought as slaves. Map shows the concentration of slaves in the US in the 1860 census. The darker the county, the higher percentage of the county was slaves. This is land that our people farmed, that we built, and that we should have the right to benefit from today.
Slide 7-9

Black liberation means standing up… climbing up …or sitting down… with each other when we need to, to make it clear that we are human beings, that we will not be silent, that when issues of injustice face our community that there will be powerful and intelligent voices in opposition

Slide 10-12

Finally, black liberation means getting lit. The turn up. The get down. The time with friends and family, having fun, being together, BECAUSE CAN WE LIVE!!! Because joy and community and enjoyment of life is critical to our liberation.

LINKING LIBERATION STRUGGLES TO NATIVE AMERICANS & PALESTINIANS
We are all where we are in diaspora because of the legacy of European colonialism.

We have all been deprived of basic resources in the form of land, wealth, and power.

We are all subject violent racial caste system, the results of which can be found in every aspect of our lives – criminal justice, education, health, etc. and general dehumanization and bigotry directed at our communities (find stats for this).

We are all in a state of uprising, and our enemies have the same playbook. BLM, Standing Rock, Intifada
